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DES MOINES, IOWA. 

Nuisances— Owners to Prevent by Keeping Unoccupied Buildings Closed (Ordinance 

adopted Nov. 11, 1912.) 

Sec. 47. The owners or agents of unoccupied buildings or sheds in the city shall keep 
them closed at all times against persons who may enter and commit nuisance therein. 

LOS ANGELES, CAL. 

Plumbing Fixtures, Water-closets, Urinals, Sinks, Slop Hoppers and Cesspools 
(Ordinance No. 25033, adopted May 7, 1912). 

Section 1. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to use or main- 
tain, or to cause or permit to be used or maintained, any water-closet, urinal, sink, 
slop hopper or other plumbing fixture, unless the same is connected with a cesspool 
constructed in accordance with the ordinances of the city of Los Angeles, or with an 
officially accepted sewer; provided, that intercepting hoppers may be maintained 
and used. 

Sec 2. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to use or maintain, or 
to cause or permit to be used or maintained, any broken or defective water-closet, 
urinal, sink, slop hopper, or other plumbing fixture, or any flushtank that is so defective 
as not to cleanse sufficiently the water-closet bowl. 

Sec. 3. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to use, or maintain, 
or to cause or permit to be used or maintained, any water-closet, urinal, sink, slop 
hopper or other plumbing fixture the waste water or sewage from which is discharged 
under any building or upon the surface of the ground. 

Sec. 4. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to use ormaintain or 
to cause or permit to be used Or maintained, any water-closet, urinal, sink, slop hopper, 
or other plumbing fixture, unless the same is effectively trapped and vented so as to 
prevent the escape or passage of sewer gas or air from the sewer or the contents of the 
sewer through or into such fixture; except that waste-pipe connections may be made 
to soda-fountain fixtures, saloon and bar fixtures, dentists' fountain cuspidors, and 
lavatories in barber shops, without being vented, when a special permit therefor is 
issued by the board of public works. 

Sec 5. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation, either as owner, 
agent, manager, or tenant, to cau je or permit any pipe or plumbing connection, or any 
water-closet, urinal, sink, slop hopper, or other plumbing fixture, to be open to the at- 
mosphere for more than 24 hours by reason of any break, opening or aperture of any 
kind, except such opening as may be necessary for the ordinary and customary use of 
such fixture. 

Sec 6. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to repair or stop, or 
to cause or permit to be repaired or stopped, any break or aperture in any pipe or 
plumbing fixture or plumbing connection used for conducting sewage or waste 
water, except in the following manner: Cast iron or wrought iron shall be repaired 
by means of a threaded plug or an efficient clamp or calking; lead or brass pipes shall 
be repaired by means of solder. No nonmetallic substance shall be used in making any 
such repair. 

Sec 7. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to use or maintain 
or to cause or permit to be used or maintained, any soil pipe or waste pipe that is 
constructed of any material other than cast iron, wrought iron, steel, brass, or lead. 

Sec 8. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to use or maintain, 
or to cause or permit to be used or maintained, any plunger water closet, Philadelphia 
hopper or 'pan closet, or any water closet where the supply to the container or bowl 
is direct from the building service pipes; provided that a Plushometer valve of a 
type approved by the board of public works may be used. 



March 21, 1913 588 

Sec 9. It shall be unlawfully for any person, firm, or corporation to use or maintain, 
or to cause or permit to be used or maintained, any range or latrine water closet unless 
the same is constructed of cast iron or wrought iron and enameled with porcelain, 
except that the seat of any such closet may be of other material than that specified 
in this section. 

Sec 10. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to use or maintain, 
or to cause or permit to be used or maintained, any water closet that is not flushed 
with 3 gallons or more of water at each discharge. 

Sec 11. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to use or maintain, 
or to cause or permit to be used or maintained, any sink or water closet the space 
underneath which is inclosed or the floor and walls beneath and around which are 
not well painted. 

Sec 12. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to maintain, or to 
cause or permit to be maintained, any vent pipe that is connected with a soil pipe 
or waste pipe when such vent pipe terminates within 8 feet of any window, door, or 
air shaft of any building that is inhabited by human beings. 

Sec. 13. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to use or maintain, 
or to cause or permit to be used or maintained, any overflowing or open cesspool, or any 
cesspool the top or any wall of which shall have caved in, or any cesspool that is of 
insufficient capacity for the volume of sewage or waste water that is discharged there- 
into. 

Sec 14. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to use or maintain, 
or to cause or permit to be used or maintained, any soil pipe, waste pipe, drain pipe, 
vent pipe, house drain, or sewer that shall have become clogged so that the flow of 
sewage or water through such pipe or sewer is stopped or impeded. 

Sec 15. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to maintain, or to 
cause or permit to be maintained, any water-closet, urinal, sink, slop hopper, or other 
plumbing fixture, that shall remain unuse 1 for a period of 15 days, unless the same 
shall be sealed in such manner as to prevent the escape or passage of sewer gas or air 
from the sewer through such fixture. 

Sec 16. Any water-closet, urinal, sink, slop hopper, or other plumbing fixture, 
and any pipe, sewer, or cesspool, the use or maintenance of which is made unlawful 
by this ordinance, is hereby declared to.be a nuisance, and the health commissioner is 
hereby authorized, empowered, and directed to condemn the same and to cause and 
compel the abatement of such nuisance and to compel the removal thereof. 

Sec 17. In the event that any pipe or plumbing fixture or plumbing connection is 
declared by the health commissioner to be defective and is ordered to be removed, the 
owner of such pipe, plumbing fixture, or plumbing connection may, within one day 
after the service of notice upon such owner to remove such pipe, plumbing fixture, or 
plumbing connection, request the appointment of referees to determine whether or not 
such pipe, plumbing fixture, or plumbing connection is defective and whether the same 
should be removed ; such request shall be made in writing and shall be filed with the 
health commissioner. Upon the filing of such request one referee shall be appointed 
by the health commissioner, one by the owner filing such written request, and the 
third by the two referees so selected. The said referees shall be appointed within one 
day after the filing of the request therefor, as hereinbefore provided. Each of such 
referees shall be a licensed architect, or a licensed physician, or a master plumber. 
Such referees shall examine the pipe, plumbing fixture, or plumbing connection in 
question and render a report thereon within two days after their appointment. The 
decision of such referees shall be binding upon the owner making the request for the 
appointment of such referees and upon the health commissioner. Every owner re- 
questing the appointment of referees, as hereinbefore provided, shall at the time of 
filing the request therefor deposit with the health commissioner the sum of $50, to 
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defray the expenses of the examination and report of such referees. Such referees 
shall be paid their actual expenses and such compensation as may be determined by 
the health commissioner; provided, that the total expense of examination shall not 
exceed the sum of f 50. If the total amount of the expenses of any examination shall 
amount to less than the sum of $50, the remainder of such sum shall be returned to the 
person, firm, or corporation depositing the same. In case of any vacancy in the 
board of referees, such vacancy shall be filled by the party who made the original 
appointment of the person whose place is vacated. 

Sec. 18. That any person, firm, or corporation violating any of the provisions of this 
ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall 
be punishable by a fine of not less than $5 nor more than $500, or by imprisonment in 
the city jail for a period of not more than six months, or by both such fine and imprison- 
ment. 

Each such person, firm, or corporation shall be deemed guilty of a separate offense 
for every day during any portion of which any violation of any provision of this ordi- 
nance is committed, continued, or permitted by such person, firm, or corporation, and 
shall be punishable therefor as provided by this ordinance. 

Sec. 19. That Ordinance No. 20813 (New Series), approved August 27, 1910, be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed ; provided, that any such repeal shall not affect or prevent 
the prosecution and punishment of any person, firm, or corporation for any act done or 
permitted in violation of any ordinance which may be repealed by this ordinance, and 
shall not affect any prosecution or action which may be pending in any court for the 
violation of any ordinance repealed by this ordinance. 
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